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Teacher’S Key

How does climate change affect
poor people in Africa?

What is climate change? How does it (or can it) affect your life?

Climate change is the long-term change in average weather conditions. Scientists agree that human activity 
is the reason our planet has been warming up faster and more than ever in the past. The greenhouse gases 
emitted by human activity trap more heat in our atmosphere. As a result, glaciers and polar caps melt, sea 
levels rise, oceans warm up and ocean currents change. We not only experience warmer temperatures, but 
also change in seasons and extreme weather events such as floods, extreme heatwaves, droughts, more 
powerful hurricanes, and tornadoes. 
For the effects on students' lives: Teachers can talk about recent wildfires such as in Australia and California, 
or about Hurricane Harvey, which dumped record amounts of rain over Texas and caused billions of dollars 
of damage and loss of life.

Why do you think climate change affects people in poverty the most?

People in poverty can’t afford to buy necessary things such as a decent place to live, food, or clothing. 
Climate change causes extreme weather events such as flooding or drought. Poor people do not have the 
resources to deal with the effects of climate change. So these weather events make living even harder for 
them. They lose their homes and jobs and the food supply becomes even more limited.

Scientists found that floods have a worse effect than droughts in Africa. What could be the reason for that?

Africa has a warmer climate and receives less rainfall than other continents. So, crops are probably more 
adapted to droughts, especially in West Africa. When flooding hits an area, it’s likely that all the agricultural 
harvest is completely lost, decreasing the amount of food available. Therefore when flooding devastates a 
region, it may cause more harm than droughts or heatwaves.

Scientists suggested that small farming communities need the most help. Why do they think these are the 
people most vulnerable to poverty?

Small farming communities earn their living from agriculture. Crops and livestock are affected the most 
from extreme weather events. Hence, these people are more vulnerable to the impacts of climate change.

Climate change is a global crisis. Scientists agree that human activity makes it worse. We should all work 
together to fight climate change. What kind of things can you do to help?

Answers would vary but would relate to reducing fossil fuel use, conserving energy, reducing, reusing, 
recycling, improving waste management, choosing more sustainable food items, etc.
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