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Nipah virus is already really deadly but it is still not very contagious – the outbreaks are small. 
Measles, mumps and parainfluenza viruses are transmitted by air. If the Nipah virus develops this 
ability, we would probably face a global pandemic.

Although scientists don’t know it with 100% certainty, the reason is in their unique ability for a 
mammal – to fly. When they fly they use a lot more energy and their body temperature rises.
This – similar to our fever when we are sick – boosts the immune system

No, there is no evidence that bats benefit somehow from the viruses.

They are pollinators (like bees) and they help with the pollination of many types of fruit such as 
bananas, mangos and peaches. Additionally, bats hunt all kinds of insects, like mosquitoes and 
some damaging insects which destroy beneficial plants. Finally, many bat species fertilize plants 
with their guano (bat poo).

Call local wildlife centers or eco-friendly pest control. Don’t try to remove or kill it. It’s best both 
for both of you.
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Teacher’S Key

What if you share a drink with a bat?
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check your understanding

Nipah virus is related to measles, mumps and parainfluenza viruses. There is something really 
alerting about that. So alerting that a lot of governments donated a total of 460 million dollars 
for the fast development of a vaccine against Nipah virus. What is it?

Bats are mammals like us. Do you have any ideas why they don’t get sick from the deadly 
viruses they carry?

Are bats and the viruses they carry in a mutualistic relationship?

Why are bats an important part of our environment?

What should you do if you discover a bat in your house or fallen on the ground?
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