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Teacher’S Key
How does war affect gorillas?

Field teams walked along straight lines in the forest (as straight as they could!), looking for 
gorilla nests. What other signs do you think the teams could have been looking for?

Gorillas are a semi-nomadic species, moving around within an annual home range, although 
they do not guard fixed territories. Their diet consists mostly of herbs, fruit, bark and other 
plant parts. Why do you think this diet would cause them to be nomadic?

In one site that we studied, the nest encounter rate was higher than in 1994-95. Part of the 
reason for the growth of this population was a gorilla tourism programme. Why do you think 
that this might have helped the gorilla population to grow?

Why do you think it’s important for the mining to be stopped in protected areas?
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The teams could have looked for footprints, feces (poo!), discarded food, paths and trails created by the animals.

In the forest, different plants and trees are often distributed patchily and  will have fruit that ripen at different 
times of the year. The gorillas have to move through the forest to find the fruit when it is ripe enough to eat. 
Remember that a big male can eat 40 pounds of fruit and vegetables every day. That’s a lot of food that they 
have to find!

Gorilla tourism allows tourists to go on guided treks into the forest to try to see wild gorillas. Regularly visiting the 
gorilla groups provides protection for them as well as income for local employment which is what has protected 
the gorillas. The treks are run by experienced guides so that the gorillas (and the tourists!) are not put at any 
risk. This form of tourism is known as “sustainable tourism” because the money that it generates can form a 
reliable income for the country, create jobs for local people and increase awareness about the importance of the 
gorillas both locally and internationally. After a war, building up the economy and creating jobs for local people 
are two of the most important things to make a country and its inhabitants (including the gorillas) safe again.

The protected areas are the places that are most important for the survival of the Grauer’s gorilla population. 
Because the mines are often very far away from other villages or towns, the miners hunt wild meat (known as 
bushmeat) to survive. Miners will hunt gorillas around their camps because they provide them with a lot of meat 
per gun cartridge (compared to monkeys), and they are quite easy to kill: they tend to move on the ground 
and can be tracked easily. Even though the gorillas are protected by law, the forests are so large and the mines 
are so isolated that it makes it very hard to stop people hunting them. The easiest way to protect the gorillas is 
therefore to shut the mine down entirely.


